Acute encephalopathy, hypertension and gram negative sepsis in sickle cell disease.
The case histories of two patients with sickle cell disease and gram negative sepsis complicated by encephalopathy and hypertension is presented. The first patient had 2 episodes of "hypertensive encephalopathy" before control of her blood pressure was achieved while the second patient had only one. The occurrence, though apparently rare, can have serious implications. Possible mechanisms are discussed and the need to monitor the blood pressure of children with sickle cell disease is stressed.